THE USE OF A GOAT MARKING HARNESS
By Judy Balmer

For many years B’s Barn Farm has allowed the buck to run with the does for several months for breeding purposes.  In doing so, we often found it difficult to determine the due date on these does.  Not knowing a due date would cause us stress and more work by constantly catching and stalling the does in bad weather.  We would check ligaments and milk bags but never determined a near date for kidding.

In 2005, we decided to purchase marking harnesses for our bucks.  Even though the buck and his does were put into separate pastures for breeding each buck had a marking harness with a different colored crayon on his harness.  Daily I would go out and check which does were marked. Within a few days it was obvious that the does that were heavily marked with the crayon were bred.  If the doe just had a small area of color on her rump above the tail that the buck may have mounted but possibly not long enough to breed.  There is no doubt when you see a doe well covered in crayon that a breeding took place.

The crayons come in different consistencies for different weather types. There are crayons that are used in hot, cold and mild weather.
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Out of 25 does that kidded we were within one to two days of their actual due dates with most of the does.  Of those 25, two of those does kidded within 5 days of the date we had set for them.  None kidded earlier than the due dates we had set for them.

We were very happy with the results of the marking harness and feel with the harnesses, being used more, that we will be able to get better at determining a due date for the does. 
We do check the harness on the buck every couple of days. We would find that the harness would loosen up and would have to be retightened.  Also the harness we purchased from Jeffers Livestock Catalog had straps that were too long. We would take the extra strap length and loop them thru so that they wouldn’t dangle.  We had no problems with the bucks getting any sores from the harness rubbing.  . 
Buck wearing a marking harness
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You can see the chest pad which holds the crayon in place.  The crayons are square in shape and are held into the breast plate with small metal pins.

Notice that Wolfy’s face is also red with marking from wooing his lady

.

